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�� he 2005 Art is Ageless Invitational Exhibit and Sale will showcase over thirty 
juried, contemporary artists December 3-4 on the Campus of St. John’s Lu-

theran Ministries and Mission Ridge. 

The 3rd annual fine art sale will include nearly 100 original paintings, watercol-
ors, pastels, sculptures, photographs, and ceramic pieces.  Art is Ageless features 
both emerging and established artists whose talent is recognized nationally, re-
gionally, and locally.  The show draws upon the importance of mentorship in the 
life of a young artist as they develop the skills necessary to become an accom-
plished fine artist. 

The community is invited to view the show from 11:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. both 
Saturday and Sunday.  A watercolor demonstration by MSU-Billings Emeritus 
Art Professor, Ben Steele, will be held on Saturday, December 3 from 1:30 - 2:30 
p.m. in the Chapel Court lobby.  A versatile artist who often depicts contempo-
rary and historic scenes, Ben is the 2005 Featured Artist.  Read more about Ben 
Steele on page two of this issue. 

Additionally, Mary Hawkins will be recognized as a “Patron of the Arts” for her 
long-time support of art within the area.  Mary and her late husband Dale were 
among those who worked to preserve the legacy of western artist J.K. Ralston.  
They often shared their collection of Ralston art for displays and fundraisers.  

Last year’s Art is Ageless Exhibit and Sale generated nearly $25,000 and attracted  
over 600 guests.  Proceeds benefit the St. John’s Foundation Annual Fund, which 
provides support for unfunded programs including resident activities, chaplaincy,  
and staff scholarships.  

New for 2005!  Get your limited edition print “Montana Trout” by nationally  
recognized and Montana native Clyde Aspevig.  See next page for details! 

2 0 0 5  E X H I B I T I N G  A R T I S T S  

Bob Barlow • Joseph Booth • Dennis Boyd • Linda Burgess • Mervin Coleman • Steve Degenhart • Hall Diteman 
Elliott Eaton • Loren Entz • Nancy Halter • Dwayne Harty • Phil Keeter • Mike Kosorock • Jim LeBar • Joyce Lee 
Isaac Lowe • Maggie MacKay • Lynne Montague • Terry Palm • Jim Poulson • Kevin Red Star • Charles Ringer 

Alice Ryniker • EdnaMarie “Eddi” Schiltz • Jan Scott • Luci Scott • Tim Shinabarger • Kyle Sims 
Linda Snider • Carol Spielman • Kyle Sims • Ben Steele • Robert Tompkins • Joe Trakimas 
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be our guest… 

Saturday, December 3rd and 
Sunday, December 4th 

11:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 

Mission Ridge 
Lillis Chapel 

St. John’s 
Chapel Court Gallery 

Watercolor Demonstration 
Saturday, December 3rd 

1:30 - 2:30 p.m. 
Featured Artist - Ben Steele 

St. John’s Chapel Court  
Lobby 

no charge to attend 

�
presented by 
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St. John’s Foundation received a 
wonderful gift from artist Clyde 
Aspevig...290 limited edition, signed 
and numbered prints!  Clyde is 
widely regarded as the top landscape 
painter in the country.  The Founda-
tion staff and board of directors are 
selling these prints now, and if quan-
tities remain, you can pick one up at 
Art is Ageless.  The small black & 
white picture here does this print no 
justice - it is a beautiful print!  If you 
don’t have a place on your wall, it 
makes a great Christmas gift.  Con-
tact the Foundation office at 655-
5729 to purchase a print prior to the 
show.  100% of the proceeds from 
the sale of the print will benefit St. 
John’s Annual Fund. 

On Saturday, December 3rd at 1:30 p.m., our 2005 featured artist Ben Steele will be 
doing a one-hour watercolor demonstration in the Chapel Court lobby at St. John’s.  
Don’t miss this wonderful opportunity to listen and learn from not only one of the 
best artists, but also one of the finest art teachers the state of Montana has ever pro-
duced. 

Known internationally for his 85-piece World 
War II POW collection of paintings and drawings 
depicting the Bataan Death March, Steele sur-
vived the Death March as a Japanese prisoner of 
war and began drawing as a means of dealing with 
the trauma and tragedy that pervaded his life dur-
ing that dark time.  Because his Japanese captors 
destroyed all photographs of the Death March, 
Steel’s artwork remains the only complete visual 
record.  The entire collection now is on perma-
nent display at the Central Montana Historical 
Museum in Lewistown, after having been shown 
across the United States in such places as the Tru-
man Library and the U.S. Air Force Academy, in 
addition to having been featured on ABC’s 20/20, 
the Discovery Channel, the History Channel, and numerous other media venues.   

Born in Roundup, Steele and his family lived on a ranch south of the town of Mussel-
shell, on Hawk Creek.  Steele has gained international acclaim for his beautiful rendi-
tions of Montana scenery, displayed in his paintings, watercolors and lithographs that 
have been featured in art exhibitions throughout the United States.  “All parts of 
Montana are beautiful,” said Ben.  “I can drive five miles out of town and have a 
painting.”  His paintings are resplendent with the dazzling colors that can be evoked 
only by the loveliness of a Montana landscape. 

Steele was professor of art at MSU-Billings from 1959-86, and served as department 
chairman for 15 of those years.  He was awarded the 1992 Montana Governors 
Award for the Arts. 

Rimrock Echoes is the newsletter of St. 
John’s Lutheran Ministries and is pro-
duced by St. John’s Foundation. 
 
St. John’s Lutheran Ministries is a com-
munity of diverse people sharing God’s 
healing presence.  Our mission is to 
provide living opportunities within 
nurturing environments of hope, dig-
nity and love. 
 
St. John’s is a ministry of the church 
and is a not-for-profit corporation 
owned by 22 Lutheran churches of the 
ELCA.  Our ownership congregations 
include: 
 

American Lutheran Church 
Billings 

American Lutheran Church of Harlowtown 
Harlowtown 

American Lutheran Church of Lavina 
Lavina 

Atonement Lutheran Church 
Billings 

Bethlehem Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Billings 

First English Lutheran Church 
Billings 

First Lutheran Church 
Miles City 

Grace Lutheran Church 
Ryegate 

Immanuel Lutheran Church 
Absarokee 

Joliet Lutheran Church 
Joliet 

King of Glory Lutheran Church 
Billings 

Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd 
Billings 

Melville Lutheran Church 
Melville 

Messiah Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Billings 

Messiah Lutheran Church of Red Lodge 
Red Lodge 

Our Savior's Lutheran Church 
Laurel 

Peace Lutheran Church 
Billings 

St. James Lutheran Church 
Columbus 

Zion Lutheran Church of Lewistown 
Lewistown 

Zion Lutheran Church of Roundup 
Roundup 

“Montana Trout” 
by Clyde Aspevig 

$100.00 
Limited edition print - 290 signed & numbered 

Image size: 15” x 20” 

�
“Montana Trout” by Clyde Aspevig - Limited Edition Print 
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Center for Generations Accredited by NAEYC  
 

Center for Generations, the child development center on the campus of St. John’s,  
has earned accreditation from the National Association for the Education of Young 
Children, the nation’s leading organization of early childhood professionals. 
 
“We’re proud to be accredited by NAEYC and recognized for our commitment to 
reaching the highest professional standards,” says Chandra West, recently named Director of the Center for Genera-
tions.  “NAEYC Accredi tation lets families in our community know that children in our program are getting the best 
care and early learning experiences. ”  The Center for Generations is an intergenerational, early childhood center, li-
censed by the State of Montana,  serving over 127 children.  The focus of the program is to provide high quality care 
and education to children, infants through age 12, in a nurturing environment of hope, dignity and love.   St. John’s 
Lutheran Ministries provides unique opportunities for the elders they serve and 
the children on their campus by supporting intergenerational relationships 
through a variety of activi ties.   
 

In the 20 years since 
NAEYC Accredi tation 
was established, it has 
become a widely recog-
nized sign of high quali ty  
in early childhood educa-
tion programs.  More 
than 10,000 programs serving over 850,000 young children 
are currently accredited by NAEYC.  St. John’s Center for  
Generations is the first licensed center in Billings to achieve 
NAEYC accreditation.  “In recent years, we’ve seen a growing 
number of child care and preschool programs earning NAEYC 
Accredi tation, ” said Mark Ginsberg, Ph.D., Executive Direc-
tor of NAEYC.  “By earning accreditation, Center for Genera-
tions has become a leader in a national effort to raise the qual-
ity of early childhood education and to help give all children a 
better star t.”  
 

NAEYC created its accreditation 
program in 1985 to set profes-
sional standards for early child-
hood education, and to help fami-
lies identify high-quality child 
care and early education pro-
grams.  To earn NAEYC’s ac-
creditation, a program conducts a 
self-study focusing on areas of 
curriculum, family relationships, 
health and safety, staffing, ad-
ministration, physical environ-
ments, nutrition and food service, 
and evaluation, to determine how 
well it meets the standards.  After 
quality improvements are made, 
the program is observed by inde-
pendent, professional validators 
and then reviewed  by a national 
panel.  Programs are accredited by 
NAEYC for a five-year period.    
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“By earning accreditation,  
Center for Generations has  

become a leader in a national  
effort to raise the quality of early 
childhood education and to help 
give all children a better start.”  

 
Mark Ginsberg, Ph.D. 

Executive  Director, NAEYC 

About thirty residents from St. John’s 
spent the afternoon of September 15th 
bowling with employees of Wells Fargo Bank as 
part of the United Way Day of Caring.  Each resi-

dent was paired 
with a volunteer 
who bowled two 
games with them.  
Thank you to the 
employees of 
Wells Fargo and 
the United Way 
for a great after-
noon! 
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Linda Graff began volunteering 40 years ago as a shopper and continues today as 
one of St. John’s residents’ favorite musicians.  Originally part of a musical group, 

Linda now delights Chapel Court residents on the 
first Monday of every month with her beautiful 
solo voice and baritone ukulele.  She loves to do a 
variety of music and even get a little wild! 

Music has always been a part of Linda’s life, 
but what makes her performances even 

more amazing is that Linda has never 
had a music lesson. Her family 
would listen to the radio and learn 
the songs.  She and her sister 
would sing as they washed and 

dried dishes.  Linda says that was  
the only time they got along! Linda 

learned to play on a steel guitar her father 
bought for her older sister. 

Linda said, “Music is my biggest joy, and I love every minute of it.”  Thanks, 
Linda, for sharing so many of those minutes at St. John’s! 
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St. John’s is forever grateful for the 
generosity of our many volunteers.   

We couldn’t do it without you!! 

JULY 
Carol Sims 

AUGUST 
Glory Stampers 

SEPTEMBER 
John Barber 

OCTOBER 
Linda Larson 

NOVEMBER 
Marta Levengood 

DECEMBER 
Michelle Metzger 
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Meet Dick & Lois ThomasMeet Dick & Lois ThomasMeet Dick & Lois Thomas    
Dick and Lois Thomas have been 
residents of Mission Ridge since 
2002, but there were many other  
stops around the country before Dick 
and Lois decided to make Billings 
their home.��Dick’s career as a city  
administrator took them to many 
areas throughout the western United 
States.  He began as an assistant in  
Scottsbluff, Nebraska before becom-
ing the administrator in Slater, Mis-
souri and later, El Dorado, Kansas.  
Next was a seven-year stop in Arvada,  
Colorado before becoming the first 
City Administrator for Great Falls, 
Montana.  After nearly five years in 
Montana, they moved to the big city  
of Santa Barbara, California, the final, 
17-year stop in a 37-year career as a 
City Administrator. 

Upon retirement, they enjoyed three 
years in California before relocating 
to Billings in 1999 to be closer to 
their family.  Three years later, they 
moved to Mission Ridge.  Dick and 
Lois enjoy the Mission Ridge/Vista 

campus for its activities, the worship 
services with Pastor Tom, and most 
importantly, the promise of a place to 
be.  The Thomas’ began at Mission 
Ridge, but because of a need for more 
care, they now reside at The Vista.  St.  
John’s is a Continuing Care Retire-
ment Community (CCRC), which 
allows residents to move to different  
levels of care and remain on campus. 

St. John’s/Mission Ridge is not the 
Thomas’ first experience with the 
CCRC way of life.  Lois’ connection 
to CCRC organizations began many 
years ago while they were living in  
California.  She started as a volunteer  
with the American Baptist Homes of 
the West, then joined the Board and 
eventually became Board Chair.  To 
Dick and Lois, a CCRC is not only a 
promise of a place to be, but it also 
brings a sense of peace to know they 
will never need to move to another  
facility...there will always be a place 
for them on the campus of St. John’s 
and Mission Ridge. 

Lois continues to volunteer and brings 
with her years of knowledge serving as 
a volunteer all over the country.  To-
day, Lois lends her enthusiasm and 
love for St. John’s to the Foundation’s 
Special Events Committee along with 
providing input on the task force look-
ing at building a wellness center at 
Mission Ridge.  She also hopes she can 
be a resource to other residents as they 
go through the often difficult process 
of moving to higher levels of care. 

For the Thomas’, personally experi-
encing the blessings of a CCRC or-
ganization has reinforced what they 
already knew: a CCRC is the best way 
to go. 
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Thank you for blessing  
St. John’s Lutheran Ministries with your faithful years of service.  Your  

commitment to our community and dedication in providing hope,  
dignity and love has not gone unnoticed.  May God bless you! 

Left to right:  Kent Burgess, CEO; Jeff Olsgaard, Pastor; Joan Erickson, Pas-
tor; Mirandy Karina, Certified Nursing Assistant; Avonne Johnson, Activities 
Coordinator; Maxine Fried, Licensed Practical Nurse; Susan Fox, Dietician; 
James Viertel, Nutrition Services Aide.  Not pictured: Anna Heath, Certified 
Nursing Assistant. 

Left to right: Shara Sullivan, Administrative Assistant; Kent Burgess, CEO; 
Bonnie Roos, Director Marketing & Sales - Mission Ridge; Lynn Dixon, 
Maintenance Supervisor; Margie Lauwers, Administrative Assistant; Gregory 
Peterson, Chief Financial Officer; David Trost, Executive Director - Mission 
Ridge.  Not pictured: Deborah Sowders, Elder Sharath. 
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Laverne Beckner 
Housekeeper 

Nancy Fee 
Director of Activities  

Cottage Guide 

Helen Blee 
Activities  

Coordinator 
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Receives Geriatric  

Specialist Certification 
�
Mindy Oxman, MSPT, GCS, was 
certified as a clinical specialist in 
geriatric physical therapy by the 
American Board of Physical Ther-
apy Specialties (ABPTS).  Mindy is 
one of only 684 physical therapists 
certified in geriatrics in the United 
States.   
 
Mindy is currently a team member 
in the Helen Jorgenson Rehabilita-
tion Center at St. John’s.  She is a 
physical therapist/geriatric certified 
specialist and specializes in identifi-
cation of fall risk and treatment of 
balance disorders. 
 

Congratulations Mindy! 
�

�
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St. John’s Annual Fund…St. John’s Annual Fund…  
Needs You!Needs You!  

As a not-for-profit ministry, St. John’s 
relies on the generosity of many donors 
who share in our mission to provide nur-
turing environments of hope, dignity, 
and love.  The Annual Fund supports 
unfunded programs at St. John’s with a 
primary focus on Chaplaincy and Activi-
ties programs for our residents as well as 
scholarships for our staff.  Please consider 
making a gift to St. John’s Foundation 
and make a difference in the lives of 
many. 



In the process of developing our two new Cottages, St. John’s received 
a significant amount of input from Mississippi Methodist Senior Ser-
vices.  MMSS had recently built skilled nursing cottages in Tupelo, 
Mississippi and were generous to share their wisdom and experiences 
with the staff at St. John’s. 
 
Our friends in Mississippi were devastated by Hurricane Katrina on 
August 29th.  Their organization operates 10 retirement campuses 
throughout the state.  Elders living on five of the ten campuses were 
seriously affected, and the Seashore Retirement Community in Biloxi 
was destroyed.  
 

The communities of St. John’s and Mission Ridge responded swiftly to help.  An offer was immediately made to send  
staff to help care for their elders.  Friends and residents of St. John’s and Mission Ridge, as well as many staff members, 
made financial contributions to assist MMSS.  In addition, the mission funds from both Mission Ridge and St. John’s 
each provided $2,500 to support Lutheran Disaster Response.  All totaled, $12,105 dollars was sent from our campus 
to aid in the relief! 
 
But financial support was not all that was offered.  Employees of St. John’s and 
their families filled a box of toiletries and medical supplies.  This package, along 
with 67 boxes of medical supplies from St. John’s, were sent to Baton Rouge.  
 
Thank you to everyone involved in helping our friends in Mississippi and others 
who receive services from Lutheran Disaster Response.  While the hurricane did 
the damage a few months ago, the recovery and reconstruction is just beginning.  
Continue to hold these people up in your prayers. 
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Want to help?  Your contribution 
 can be sent to: 

Mississippi Methodist Senior Services 
PO Box 1567  

109 South Broadway Street 
Tupelo, MS 38802-1567 

Note that your contribution is for 
Hurricane Katrina Relief Fund. 

Communities of St. John’s and  
Mission Ridge Assist Katrina Victims 

St. Vincent Healthcare broke ground in October on the 
Center for Healthy Aging, an 11,400 square foot, $3.8 mil-
lion medical clinic at the intersection of Shiloh Road and 
Poly drive.  A collaboration between St. Vincent Healthcare 
and St. John’s Lutheran Ministries, the Center for Healthy 
Aging will provide a collection of healthcare services designed 
just for adults over 50 in Billings and the region.  The Center 
will focus on patient advocacy, clinical excellence, easy access 
and convenience - truly a one stop center for senior services.   

"Over the next 25 years, the number of seniors in Montana 
is going to double," said Kent Burgess, president of St.  
Johns."  As a society, we need to figure out how we're going 
to grow into these demographics that no society has experi-
enced before."  St. John’s will partner with St. Vincent’s to 
provide services to support the care of seniors at the center. 

St. Vincent Healthcare CEO Michelle Hood said they will 
hire four physicians specializing in geriatrics and about 20 
nurses and support staff to provide primary care at the Cen-
ter.  The center will also be home to a physical and occupa-
tional therapy department and a pharmacy. 

 

Center for Healthy Aging Breaks Ground 
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…to those who nurtured and cared for her husband, Mrs. 
Billie Conner has been working with the St. John’s Foun-
dation to establish a fund honoring her late husband, 
Chapel Court resident Mr. Ronald Conner. 

“Wishing to honor Ronald for the loving, giving example 
he set for me,” Billie’s gift is the first to serve Chapel  
Court residents who are having a difficult time “making 
ends meet.”   The loss of nearly $30,000 in rental assis-
tance from the Department of Housing and Urban Devel-
opment will occur in the near future.  Billie’s gift creates  
an avenue to begin to offset the loss immediately. 

On behalf of both the staff and residents of St. John’s, the 
Foundation is grateful to Billie for her concern and gener-
osity.  Her gift assists St. John’s in upholding the Life 
Care Commitment which ensures quality care regardless 
of ability to pay. 

If you have interest in supporting the Ronald Conner 
Chapel Court Rental Assistance Fund, please contact the 
St. John’s Foundation at 655-5729. 



Larry Dollarhide has been with St. John’s since May of 2002.  He 
now works as the night charge nurse on Unity Square.  “During this 
time, Larry has been the anchor for the staff.”  He models the mission 
by giving the best of himself and pitching in to help wherever it is 
needed.  “His positive attitude and compassionate words encourage his 
CNA’s.”  Whether it is staff, residents, or families he has comforted 
over the years, we are all blessed to have him in our community. 

Colleen Kuklok began working in activities in January of 2003.  “She 
has a seemingly endless supply of energy that it takes to keep up with 
these very special residents and manages to infuse any task with conta-
gious enthusiasm.  She handles all of the surprises on Garden Court in 
stride, with grace and humor.  She consistently treats the residents, 
their families, visitors, and staff with love, dignity, and respect.”  An-
other states, “What a light she is.  Her graciousness, infinite under-
standing, and empathy with all...what a beautiful spirit among us!” 

Wendy Krenelka has worked in our Center for Generations since March 
of 2003.  Her cheerful demeanor and loving arms have comforted many 
children on our campus.  “When our baby first started, he was six weeks 
old...turning over your baby to strangers is so hard.  My husband and I 
were so thankful that our son was taken care of in such a loving and caring 
way.  She takes extra time to connect.  For a parent, that means so much.  
When Jesus said, ‘Let the children come to me’ he meant for us to accept, 
embrace, and take joy in the little children...the way Wendy does.” 
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Nancy Fee has been working at St. John’s for 25 years!  During those 
years, she has become a vital part of the St. John’s family and worn many 
hats.  Most recently, Nancy has taken on the responsibility of Cottage 
Guide in addition to being Director of Activities and Senior Day Services.  
“Not only has she embraced this new opportunity with an open mind 
and heart, but also she has managed to handle each new challenge with 
such grace.”  While Nancy’s work ethic is to be admired, it’s her love for 
St. John’s and the elders we serve that shines through her everyday. 
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For over 10 years, Shara Sullivan has brought a positive, uplifting 
feeling to work everyday as Administrative Assistant for the Nutrition 
Services Department.  She lives the mission in many ways.  For exam-
ple, Shara is known for “inspiring the nutrition services staff with her 
creativity and showing patience with new staff, helping to teach them 
in a nurturing way.   She makes sure the residents’ nutritional needs 
are consistently being met, and she attends resident care plans with a 
genuine interest in their well being.” 

Chris Colleran has been an LPN at St. John’s since January, 2003. 
She greets you with a smile and isn’t afraid to share a hug when 
you are feeling down.   “She truly shows a deep concern and love 
for the residents, co-workers, and visitors.  There have been many 
times when we have been short staffed and she has jumped in to 
help us CNA's take care of our resident without neglecting her 
own duties. ” 

Hands & Heart of Jesus Award 
St. John’s is blessed to have many outstanding employees 
who carry out the mission of St. John’s during every shift.  

Each quarter, we recognize three team members who were nominated by 
their peers as those whose work truly is an example of the Hands and 
Heart of Jesus.  The quotes below are shared from their nominations. 
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Thank you to the families 
of the following individuals 
who graciously remembered 
St. John’s following the 
death of their loved ones: 
 

Eileen Schneider 
Palma B. Schwarz 

Ruth Scott 
Al Wagner 

Essie Langemo 
Alice Ward 
Emma Klein 

Roselyn Peterson 
Francis Welsh 
Alberta Auld 
Ellen Ready 

Robert H. Wendorff 
 
The designation of memori-
als helps us carry out our 
mission of providing living 
opportunities within nur-
turing environments of 
hope, dignity, and love. 
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Have an interest in 
being a Volunteer? 

 
St. John’s relies on and 

appreciates volunteers who 
support our ministry.  Each year, 

we look for assistance to 
efficiently administer programs 

for the residents and the 
community.  Vacation Bible 

School, Adopt a Resident, Twice 
Fed, and Comfort Care Vigil 

Teams are examples of volunteer 
supported programs. 

If you have an interest in 
volunteering at St. John’s, we 

would love to have you!  Please 
call St. John’s Foundation  

office at 655-5729  



The Cottages at St. John’s Open...  
The New Model of Care Begins! 

The philosophy of the Cottages and “a new model of caring” is elder-centered 
care, where schedules are arranged according to the elders’ needs, and the elders 
are at the heart of decision making in their own home.  Each cottage has 12 pri-
vate rooms with a private bathroom, and the elders share a common ki tchen,  
dining room, living room, den, and patio.  Meals are prepared in the kitchen by 
the Sharaths, and residents are welcome to assist whenever possible.  Dining is 
done “family style” around a 16-person table, custom built by the staff at St.  
John’s.  A Cottage is truly a home-like environment, a far cry from the institu-
tional, hospital-like models that are customary throughout the country. 

How are things going in the cottages so far?  “Absolutely amazing!” says Sharon 
Fleming, an Elder Sharath in the Langemo Cottage.  “I’ve worked at St. John’s 
for 23 years, and the changes that are taking place in the lives of our elders in the 
Cottages are amazing.  I walk into the cottage to start my day and am greeted  

with a kiss on the cheek followed by ‘I’m 
so glad you are here.’”  Sharon has been 
seen “cutting a rug” with an elder when 
the  music comes on. 

Marc Green, a Sharath in the Moorberg 
Cottage agrees, “This is my home, my 
family, and every day I love coming to 

work.  Right now, I can’t imagine doing anything different.  I truly believe this 
is a calling, and God has blessed me in this place.”  Speaking with particular 
fondness of one elder, “My grandfathers both died before I was one-year old,  
and now I have a grandfather I have 
been missing all these years.” 

Success stories already abound after 
just a few short months.  Elders 

�� fter years of planning and much anticipation, the Cottages at St. John’s 
welcomed their first elders in August.  These two prototype cottages pro-

vide a small, homelike environment to those who have been diagnosed with early 
states of dementia or Alzheimer’s.   

175 Attend Cottage  
Dedication and Blessing 

Residents, family members, Elder 
Sharaths, board members, and 
friends of St. John’s gathered for the 
much anticipated opening of the 
Cottages at St. John’s.  

Kent Burgess, President and CEO of 
St. John’s, welcomed everyone to 
what would become 
the future of long 
term care and the 
future of St. John’s.  
“Our goal is to 
eventually replace 
the traditional nurs-
ing home.  Our 
hope for our skilled 
nursing cottages is 
that they will serve 
all people, regard-
less of their ability to pay,” Burgess 
told the crowd.  “We have built our 
last big building.  This model is 
what we’re going to use in all our 
future development.” 

These prototype cottages will be 
evaluated for the remainder of 2005.  
Architects will begin drafting plans 
for five, or perhaps 10, new cottages,  
and construction will begin in the 
spring of 2006.  Residents from St. 
John’s will be relocated to the Cot-
tages as they are completed, and this 
will create the opportunity for every 
resident of St. John’s to have their 
own, private room by 2007!  

In addition to the cottage dedica-
tion, the ceremony was also used to 
recognize 19 staff members who had 
completed the 250+ hours of train-
ing required to become an Elder 
Sharath.  Administrator Mike Follett 
recognized each one of them, pre-

sented them with a certificate, and 
commended them for the career 
choice they had made.  “These 
Elder Sharaths hold the key to our 
future here at St. John’s,” he said.  
And what a great future it will be. 
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Langemo 
Cottage 

Moorberg 
   Cottage 

“I’ve worked at St. John’s for 23 
years, and the changes that are  
taking place in the lives of our  
elders in the Cottages are amazing!” 

Sharon Fleming 
Elder Sharath, Langemo Cottage 

See “Cottages” on next page 
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Why are the Cottages named Why are the Cottages named   
Langemo and Moorberg?Langemo and Moorberg?   

Walter T. Langemo was the first president 
of St. John’s Lutheran Home from 1960 - 
1964.  He served a second term as presi-
dent, from 1977 - 1980, and a total of 15 
years on the Board of Directors.  Mr. 
Langemo no longer lives in Billings and 
now resides in Aurora, Colorado. 

The Cottages at St. John’s are named after board chairs 
of St. John’s, beginning with the first chairperson of the 
board and going forward. 

Ray Moorberg was the second president 
of St. John’s Lutheran Home.  He 
served as president in 1965 and served as 
a member of the board for seven years 
from 1960 - 1966.  Mr. Moorberg is no 
longer living, but his daughter, Marlene 
Schmidt, still lives in Billings.   
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While providing a more homelike 
physical environment such as the 
cottages is critical in the overall com-
fort and well-being of our elders, our 
“Elder Sharaths” are the ones who 
truly make it a nurturing, loving 
home. 

The Hebrew word “sharath” means 
“to attend, to contribute to, minister 
unto, to serve, to wait.”  In short, a 
minister or servant.  Our Elder 
Sharaths are universal workers who 
tend to the daily needs of the elders 
in the cottages.   

This is truly a “new model of caring,” 
and the Elder Sharaths went through 
intensive training to learn how to 
implement this new model.  Ap-
proximately 169 hours of training 
has been invested in each Elder 
Sharath.  If the individual was not 
already a CNA, an additional 88 
hours is required to complete that 
portion of the training, bringing the 
total to 257 hours. 

The Elder Sharaths are responsible 

for creating a nurturing home for resi-
dents and provide care and services to 
meet their needs within an environ-
ment of hope, dignity, and love.  The 
Elder Sharaths work cooperatively and 
respectfully with residents, co-workers, 
families, medical staff, visitors, and 
volunteers to create this positive envi-
ronment.  Responsibilities include, 
but are not limited to, personal care, 

housekeeping, home maintenance, 
food preparation and service, activi-
ties, record keeping, and financial 
stewardship.  Just like a home! 

The Sharaths work closely with the 
elders to make decisions regarding 
their care and their home, creating an 
environment of “resident centered 
decision making.” 

Elder Sharaths Graduate and Eager to Serve 

who have not eaten well in the past are enjoying meals and 
gaining weight.  One woman who would rarely leave her 
room has now become the “social butterfly” of the Moor-
berg Cottage.  Elders are gaining confidence in their abili-
ties, and it is less confusing to learn and trust just a couple 
staff members taking care of them rather than a constant 
stream of different faces. 

“I am so glad my mother is here,” said a daughter of a Cot-
tage elder.  “She was in a fine place before moving to the 
Cottage, but she has really blossomed in this place.” 

Another daughter spoke of her father, “This has been a 
great place for dad.  The staff loves him, and he loves 
them.  We asked him to come with us for a few days, and 
he was hesitant to leave...he didn’t want to be away from 
home and Marc  (Elder Sharath) that long.” 

The mission of St. John’s is to provide living opportunities 
within nurturing environments of hope, dignity, and love.  
The Cottages at St. John’s seem to do just that, and what a 
great day it will be when everyone, regardless of their abil-
ity to pay, has the opportunity to join a Cottage family.  

Cottages (continued) 
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See you at next year’s concerts 
July 6 - August 10! 
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The 8th Annual St. John’s Summer Concert Series continued to wow thousands on 
Thursday evening throughout the summer.  Residents living on the St. John’s Campus enjoyed the music, and families from 
all over Yellowstone County and beyond ventured to the Town Square at St. John’s to picnic, relax, dance, jiggle, wiggle, 
rock, and sing along to some great music!   

St. John’s fabulous Nutrition Services team provided tasty barbecues prior to each concert, feeding nearly 4,500 people dur-
ing the series.  Attendance averaged 1,500 each night, with the largest gathering of an estimated 2,200 rocked with C.J. Che-
nier and the Red Hot Louisiana Band at the closing concert on August 11th.  It was an awesome evening! 

Special Thank Yous...   
...to each of the sponsors who help put 
on this community event. Thanks to our 
Activities staff and volunteers who served 
our residents and made sure they got out 
to enjoy the concerts.  Thanks also to the 
extra efforts made by the Nutrition Ser-
vices and Plant Operations teams at St. 
John’s - you’re the best!!  And finally, 
thanks to our bus drivers and those from 
St. Vincent Healthcare Gold Advantage 
for efficiently transporting our guest to 
the concerts! 
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�� lint Eastwood was seen 
making people’s day.  

Dorothy was carting Toto 
around Mission Ridge and 
The Vista.  Harry Potter was  
playing piano in the Lillis 
Chapel.  These were just a 
few of the crazy sights seen 
around campus on October 
31.  Residents, staff, and chil-
dren from Center for Genera-
tion turned quite a few heads 
parading down the hallways, 

and Resi-
d e n t s 
t r e a t e d 
hundreds 
of trick-or-
treaters on 
Halloween 
night. 
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St. John’s recognizes and supports St. John’s employees committed to personal 
and career growth through the administration of a scholarship program.  Applica-
tions for scholarships can be obtained through the Foundation Office or online at 
www.sjlm.org.  The application deadlines are as follows:   
 Summer and Fall Awards - April 1 Spring Awards - October 1. 

August 17th marked the first anniversary of the Love 
Nest, an offering that benefits the Annual Fund.  
The Love Nest was the idea of Chapel Court resi-
dent Dorothy Gornick who wanted to give residents 
an opportunity to share their love and appreciation 
for the staff who care for them by putting a dollar in 
the Love Nest.    

On the third Wednesday of every month, “love 
nests” are placed in strategic areas of St. John’s, and 
passer-byers are encouraged to drop a dollar (or 
more!) into the nest.  Thank you, Dorothy, for a 
great idea, and thanks to everyone who contributes! 

Serving 
Providing 

Assuring 

St. John’s Foundation 

Devoted to providing living opportunities 
within nurturing environments of hope, 

dignity, and love to the St. John’s  
Lutheran Ministries Community. 

Board of Directors 

Steve Tostenrud 
President 

Dr. Paul Crellin 
Vice President 

Pam Lowe 
Secretary 

Bob Waller 
Treasurer 

Directors 
Charlie Baker 

Craig Bartholomew 
Susan Germer 

Dr. Phil Griffin 
Sharon Grubbs 
Jennifer Haarr 
Debbie Hedrick 
Paige Montague 

Jane Reger 
Dr. Lee Richardson 
Darell Tunnicliff 

�

Brittany Durell has been em-
ployed at St. John’s for one 
year in Nutrition Services.  
She will be attending the Uni-
versity of Montana studying 
Business Administration.  

Zachary Hunter has been 
employed at St. John’s for one 
year in the Nutrition Services 
department and will be at-
tending St. John’s University 
in Collegeville, MN. 

Jamie Letendre has been em-
ployed at St. John’s for two 
years as a CNA/Elder Sharath 
and is currently enrolled at 
MSU-Billings majoring in 
nursing.   

Wendy Krenelka has worked 
at Center for Generations for 
two years.  She will be taking 
classes in the Childhood De-
velopment Associate program 
through U of M - Western.  

Carl Myers was employed at 
St. John’s for two and a half 
years as a Campus Safety and 
Security Officer.  He is attend-
ing MSU-Billings majoring in 
Social Science Broadfield.   

Congratulations to St. John’s  
2005 Fall/Spring Scholarship Award Recipients 

Sulenes’ Contribute $100,000Sulenes’ Contribute $100,000  
to Alzheimer’s Careto Alzheimer’s Care  

The St. John’s Foundation recently 
received the largest Charitable Gift 
Annuity in the Foundation’s history.  
Norman L. and Mary Lou Sulenes con-
tributed $100,000 to the St. John’s 
Foundation.  Their gift was designated 
to support Alzheimer’s care at St. 
John’s.  Thank you, 
Norm and Mary Lou, 
for helping  all those 
stricken with this devas-
tating disease.   

Gwynn Lauwers has been 
employed at St. John’s for 
three years as an Elder Cha-
bar then CNA and is attend-
ing MSU-Billings majoring 
in Nursing.  

Elizabeth Borders has been 
employed at St. John’s Cen-
ter for Generations for one 
year and is attending MSU 
– Billings majoring in Nurs-
ing.   

Michelle Finnicum has been 
employed at St. John’s as a 
CNA for one year and is at-
tending MSU-Billings major-
ing in Elementary and Spe-
cial Education.  

Shannon Young has been 
employed at St. John’s as a 
CNA for almost four years 
and is attending Northwest 
College in Powell, WY ma-
joring in Nursing. 

Chris Kueffler  is in the proc-
ess of completing his intern-
ship requirements as Health-
care Administration graduate 
of Concordia College in 
Moorhead, MN. 

Through October 
2005, the Love Nest  

has gathered over 
$1,200.00! 

Happy Birthday Love Nest! 
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The state of Montana offers an amaz-
ing opportunity to the residents of this 
state…one that doesn’t exist in other 
states around the county.  Montana 
offers its residents a tax credit…yes, 
you read that correctly - a credit…
against income tax for up to 40% of a 
gift made to a Montana charitable 
endowment fund. 

Montana taxpayers who make a quali-
fying gift to a St. John’s endowment 
fund may be able to take a credit 
against their Montana income tax li-
ability.  This opportunity lasts only 
through 2007, so if you want to take 
advantage of this great tax savings, 
now is the time! 

How does this work?  You make a 
planned gift to a St. John’s Founda-
tion existing endowment, such as the 
Living Endowment or Spiritual Care 
Endowment, or to a new endowment.  
Examples of planned gifts include 
charitable gift annuities, paid-up life 

Montana Endowment  
   Tax Credit 

     A Simple Illustration 
insurance, charitable lead trusts, life 
estate agreements, or charitable re-
mainder trusts. 

Once the gift is funded, the charitable 
portion of this gift is deductible on 
your Federal Tax Return.  For your 
Montana tax return, you are allowed a 
tax credit of 40% of the charitable gift, 
not to exceed $10,000.  It also cannot 
exceed your total Montana income tax 
liability. 

The Montana Endowment Tax Credit 
is an amazing tool to use to give 
money to your favorite charitable or-
ganization.  Often times, a gift can be 
made to an endowment fund, and the 
net cost to the taxpayer is less that 
one-half of the gift amount!  If you 
share in our belief and mission of 
“providing living opportunities within 
nurturing environments of hope, dig-
nity, and love,” you might want to 
consider making a planned gift to a St. 
John’s endowment fund. 

Phil Anthropy is a 55 year old Mon-
tana resident, and he and his wife, 
also 55, would like to give a $20,000 
gift to St. John’s Foundation’s Spiri-
tual Endowment Fund.  They have 
some appreciated stock worth 
$20,000 to fund the gift, and the 
stock cost them $5,000 when they 
purchased it 10 years ago.  They de-
cided to use a one-life deferred chari-
table gift annuity to make the gift.  
Mr. & Mrs. Anthropy are in the 28% 
federal tax bracket and a 15% capital 
gain tax rate is assumed. 

Gift Amount $20,000 
  (charitable portion  $13,858) 
Federal Tax Savings $3,880 
Fed Tax Savings... $2,250 
   def. capital gain savings 
MT Endow Tax Credit $5,543 
   Net Cost of Gift $8,327 

Montana Endowment Tax Credit 

That is just what a St. John’s Foundation Charitable Gift Annuity does.  You make a gift to the St. John’s Foundation, and 
that gift can provide you with a guaranteed annual income for the rest of your life.  But your gift continues to give even after  
death, because this is when your gift is used to advance the ministry of St. John’s. 

Gift Annuities Defined - A gift annuity is a simple, contractual agreement between a donor and St. John’s Foundation in 
which the donor irrevocably transfers assets to us in exchange for our promise to pay one or two annuitants payments for life.  
These payments can begin immediately, or they may begin at some point in the future (deferred gift annuity).   

If you would like to make a significant gift to St. John’s, and at the same time desire a tax break, need a lifetime of income, 
or both, a St. John’s charitable gift annuity might be right for you.  It allows you to: 

�� make a sizable gift to us while receiving fixed, guaranteed payments for  life (or two lives) 
�� fund the annuity with appreciated property and avoid capital gain tax liability  
�� receive an income tax deduction for part of the gift  
�� the potential for tax-free income for a predetermined number of years 
�� the payments you receive are fixed and will not fluctuate with interest rates 
�� if the CGA will fund an endowment at St. John’s, you may be eligible for a 40% tax 

credit through the Montana Endowment Tax Credit (see below). 

You not only enjoy the satisfaction of making a significant gift, but you also may receive 
significant financial and tax advantages. The ultimate satisfaction comes in knowing you 
are making an important contribution that will help support the ministry of St. John’s for 
decades to come. 

For more information on a St. John’s Foundation charitable gift annuity, contact Jerry 
Pearsall, Foundation Director, at 655-5814. 

 Charitable Gift Annuity – The Gift That Keeps on Giving 

Charitable Gift  
Annuity Rates 
November 2005 

Tired of ordinary CD rates?  
Check these out! 

 

One-life (immediate) 
    85 year old 9.5% 
    75 year old 7.1% 
    65 year old 6.0% 
 

These rates are before tax and 
before Montana Endowment 
Tax Credit, so the effective rate 
after tax may be even greater!   



Give an Earful!  With 
the increasing acuity of 
admissions, more vitals 
are taken more often.  
Ear thermometers are 
more accurate, quicker, 

less likely to agitate and easier to 
use on the elderly, but most of all 
they are more comfortable.  Our 
aides have requested an additional 
ear thermometer for each wing.  
$400 per thermometer. 

We are happy to announce that the St. John’s Foundation is partnering with Lu-
theran Services in America (LSA) and eBay in the inaugural Trading Graces  
Online Auction scheduled for February 26, 2006 through March 8, 2006. 

 Trading Graces™ is a brand new opportunity for the St. John’s Foundation to: 
• Raise awareness for the ministry done by 

St. John’s 
• Enter a new and growing frontier in 

fundraising by tapping into eBay’s 100 
million registered users as potential do-
nors 

• Directly benefit St. John’s Foundation 
through the online sale of donated items 

Because everyone has something to give, you, or someone you know, may have just 
the right kind of item to donate for sale on the internet auction.  We need items 
to sell, and we need help to solicit those items.  If you have something to give, 
please bring it to the Foundation office, or call us and we will pick it up.  We are 
looking for new (or slightly uses) or collectible items to sell on eBay.  What can 
you give?  See the column on the right for some ideas, but don’t let this list limit 
your imagination...nearly anything can be (and is) sold on eBay. 

Because everyone has something to give, you, or someone you know, can help as we 
work to raise more awareness for our programs and services.  If you’ve ever bought or 
sold things on eBay, you are able to help us as we put our strategy together.  

Because everyone has something to give, you, or someone you know, may want to 
lend a hand in the behind the scenes aspects of the auction.  We’d love to have as  
much help as possible with this project, so contact Jerry Pearsall at the St. John’s 
Foundation Office at 655-5814 if you would like to help. 

All the money raised from Trading Graces online auction will benefit St. John’s 
Foundation’s Annual Fund.  Contributions to the Annual Fund allows us to cham-
pion resident activities, chaplaincy, and staff scholarships, all of which are important 
to our ability to “...provide nurturing environments of hope, dignity, and love.”    
Remember, the fair market value of all items donated to Trading Graces is tax de-
ductible! 

We look forward to hearing from you.  In the meantime, please watch future is-
sues of Rimrock Echoes for updates on Trading Graces.  

What Can You Give? 
 
That is the beauty of eBay and Trading 
Graces...just about anything can be 
sold!   Some things you might consider: 

�� Art, antiques, coins, and other col-
lectibles  

�� Books, CDs, DVDs, and video 
games  

�� Cars and other motorized vehicles as 
well as related parts and accessories  

�� Celebrity signed and/or designed 
memorabilia  

�� Clothing, shoes, and accessories  
�� Computers and electronics  
�� Experiences (for example, lunch with 

a celebrity or a summer internship)  
�� Home and garden items  
�� Sporting goods and memorabilia  
�� Tickets  
     - Major Sporting Events 
     - Airline Tickets 
     - Concerts 
     - Broadway Shows 
�� Travel packages 
�� Vacation Condominiums 
�� Restaurant Gift Certificates 
�� Jewelry 
�� Fine (vintage) wine 

If you have any doubt about the suit-
ability of an item for an online auc-
tion, call the Foundation office at 
655-5729.  We will do our best to 
work with you to make your idea a 
valuable asset to Trading Graces! 
 
 
 

  Trading Graces  
   ...because everyone has something to give. 
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Create a Joyful Noise 
in the new Moorberg 
Cottage.  Help us by 
donating or purchasing 

a piano to fill the space with 
beautiful music. 

Melodious Wings.  A staff member has re-
quested a Singing Canary to provide music 
and companionship to the elders  
on his wing.     
$150.00 
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Snuggle up in Style.  Purchase, quilt, or 
sew some twin size bedding for our resi-
dents’ beds.  Call Joni at 655-5613 for 
color and size specifications.  $25 + 

Investing in The Future 
Provide a Skilled Nursing 

Cottage for 12 elders of St. 
John’s.  $1.5 Million. 
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Gifts given to the  
Annual Fund: 

Helen and Ralph Blee 
Rachel and Dustan Davis 
Mike and Brenda Elliott 
Randi Harte 
Margaret Hill 
Jerry Hoover 
Lee and Nancy Jockers 
Curtis and Karen Johnson 
Ella Johnson 
Ada Kamrath 
Clarence Maier 
Charles and Pat 

Morledge/MKM  
Foundation 

Rod and Jan Ostermiller 
Stattie Whitcanack 
Tracy and Pamela Willett 
Craig and Kristianne  

Wilson 
American Lutheran 

Church of Billings 
American Lutheran 

Church of Harlowton 
Atonement Lutheran 

Church 
Bethlehem Lutheran 

Church 
Messiah Lutheran Church 

of Red Lodge 
Thrivent Financial for 

Lutherans - East  
Yellowstone Chapter 

United Way of  
Yellowstone County 

 
Gifts given to the Annual 

Fund in memory of: 

Alberta Auld 
 Bob and Karen Doolen 
 Thelma Green 
 Kenneth and Jeanne 

Lucien 
Cecelia L. Carroll 
 Dorel Hunt 
Marshall Caswell 
 Jeff and Sara Olsgaard 
Clyde Fleming 
 Ignatio and Maria 

Beltran 
 William and Donna  

Johnson 
Ed Gabel Sr. 
 Steve and Terry Edwards 
 Tammy Schmidt 
C.J. Gerbase 
 Jay Atwell & Katie Link 
Ralph Grooms 
 Joanne and Bud Leuth-

old 
Emma Klein 
 Kelly J. Varnes 

Brad Kueffler 
 Marlene and Michael 

Moran 
Essie Langemo 
 Robert and Karen Albin 
 Elsa Anderson 
 M. Eloise Blaess 
 Charlene Bolek 
 Howard and VJ Bosshart 
 Marcella Buhr 
 George and Kay  

Corcoran 
 Marilyn Farmer 
 Norma Hoiland 
 Lillian Jacobson 
 Keith and Lois Kalla 
 Howard and Marlys 

Langemo 
 Lawrence Langemo 
 Mark and Diane 

Langemo 
 Tom and Kathleen 

Langemo 
 Walter T. Langemo 
 Elsie Mosbacher 
 John and Dorothy Mraz 
 W.E. and Leone Osmon 
 Irene Pankiw 
 Lester and Clare  

Pankratz 
 Sara Pershing 
 Donald and Beverly  

Phillippe 
 Clifford and Winifred 

Pieper 
 Emily Roscoe 
 James and Linda Roscoe 
 Roscoe Steel and  

Culvert Co 
 Fred and Barbara Rossi 
 Wilbur and Anna Sinton 
 Ruth Steen 
 Wanda and M.N. Taylor 
 Dennis Van Patter 
 Archie and Betty Vap 
 Dianne Vogt 
 Marvin and Dorothy 

Weinstein 
 Betty Jean Wilson 
Norman Larter 
 Patty and Mark Haggen 
Wilma Leonard 
 Norman Leonard 
Erna E. Linton 
 B.K. and Rose Marie  

Rockwell 
Howard Lorenz 
 John and Kim Chesarek 
 Carol and Thomas 

Tredici 
Ruth Love 
 Wendall and Lois Har-

ness 

Larry McComas 
 Lois McComas 
Zach Nickels 
 Sylvia and David Gollick 
 Marlene and Michael 

Moran 
Helen Olsen 
 Ralph and Vera 

Stenehjem 
Everett Peterson 
 Adeline Schmidt 
Roselyn Peterson 
 Georgia Bednarek 
 Gladys Blevins 
 Joanne Carlton 
 Mona Clark 
 Willard and Carol Dale 
 Mary Ekanger 
 Harold and Dorothy  

Everson 
 Steve and Joni Harman 
 Tyler and Beverly Jensen 
 Inga Larsen 
 Bud and Joanne  

Leuthold 
 Craig and Myrna 

Martinson 
 Vern and Audrey  

McDermott 
 Robert and Sylvia  

Peterson 
 Jane Reger 
 Margaret Rogers 
 Adeline Schmidt 
 Edward and Lorraine 

Seeb 
 Ruth Tombre 
 Roger and Carol Young 
Ellen Ready 
 Dale Ahrens 
 Dorothy Archey 
 Delilah Bauer 
 Diane Berst-Edwards 
 Margaret Coombs 
 Charles and Darlene 

Fischer 
 Robert and Roberta Fox 
 Scott and Diane Harris 
 James and Carla Hunt 
 Margaret McKenzie 
 Scott Johnson & Vicki 

Olson Johnson 
 Bruce and Carol Ready 
 Gerry and Bonnie Ready 
 Louis and Helen 

Schrumpf 
 Barbara Smith 
 Clarence and Dorothy 

Sonstegaard 
 Ralph and Tancy Spence 
 B.J. Strever 
 John and Merry Jane  

Trewhella 
 UBS Financial Services  

 Bonnie Wallila 
 Bob and Sandra Western 
Eileen Schneider 
 Nancy Pluth 
Ann Schruth 
 Glenda Newman 
 Tony and Christina 

Soueidi 
Palma B. Schwarz 
 Arlene Priest 
Ruth Movius Scott 
 Paige Darden-Montague 

& Chris Montague 
 Margaret Felt 
 Kenneth and Lena 

Heikes 
 Ron and Cheryl  

Markuson 
 Laurie Movius  
 Tony and Christina 

Soueidi 
 Christena Weeks 
Edward VandeKop 
 Rachel and Dustan Davis 
Al Wagner 
 Susan Cooper Linnell 
 Kent Koolen 
 Robert Milne 
 Joe and Charolette  

Nedens 
 Gregory and Stacey 

Reiter 
 Lloyd and Jeri Sorenson 
 DuWayne and Vi  

Zachmeier 
Alice Ward 
 Alice and James Clark 
Francis Welsh 
 Alan and Louise Curtis 
 Adeline Schmidt 
Robert H. Wendorff 
 Debra and Donald 

Garvin 
 Margaret Kettering 
 Walt and Judy Schopfer 
 
Gifts given to the Annual 

Fund in honor of: 

Ferne L. Hines 
 Pam Makara 
Vince and Cleo Koefelda 
 Wendall and Lois  

Harness 
Mindy Oxman 
 Natalie Oxman 

St. John’s Staff 
 Robert Redpath 
Rosemary Schaff 
 Mark and Loretta Glatt 
 
Flowers given to St. John’s  

for the enjoyment of  
our residents: 

David Armstrong 
Richard and Janet  

Bjelland 
Emma Boyd 
Florence Diede 
Jim Gainan 
Andrea Hobby 
Gladys Makeeff 
Amanda McCarthy 
Marilynn Miller 
Kathleen Reynolds 
Holly Scheie 
Bill ie Sills 
Lilyan Vance 
 

Miscellaneous  
In Kind Gifts: 

David and Lornel Baker 
Kay and Bill Ball 
Sara and Vincent Barbero 
Elna Bohnen 
Jack Boyer 
Ben Browne 
Robert and Marlene 

Cushing 
JoAnn Driscoll 
Eagle Business Forms 
Clifford and Ruth Jensen 
Barb Karst 
Stephen Masini 
Betty Morris 
Gary and Marilyn Olsen 
Marlene and Tony 

Schmidt 
Dan and Marcey Schwarz 
Bob Schwarz 
Kathryn Shepherd 
Marji and Bradley Spencer 
John and Linda Torma 
Wendy's  
Western Drug 
Mountain Mudd Espresso 
King of Glory Lutheran 

Church 

We do our best… 
Any errors in our gift list are unintentional.  
We apologize if information is missing or 

incorrect.  Please call 655-5716  
so we can make corrections in  

future issues of Rimrock Echoes. 

Special thanks to our donors...the gifts listed below were  
received from May 16, 2005 - October 31, 2005 



Please Consider St. John’s… 
Your will (or living trust) indicates your intentions, then provides the power to accomplish them.  This document remains the 
key element in most estate plans.  St. John’s Lutheran Ministries depends greatly on outright gifts and unconditional bequests so 
that it can faithfully serve all people, without regard to their financial status and their ability to pay.  Below is wording you can 
use to favor St. John’s Lutheran Ministries in your will: 
 
I give, devise and bequeath to St. John’s Foundation, Inc., a qualified 501(c)3 not-for-profit corporation organized 
under Montana law and maintaining its headquarters in Billings, Montana, $___________ (or ___% of the rest, re-
mainder, and residue of my estate, both real and personal, and wherever situated) for the general support of St. John’s 
Lutheran Ministries. 

 
 
Campus Chapel Foundation & Fellowship 
presented a check in the amount of 
$165,948.92 to support the construction and 
maintenance of the Kathy Lillis Chapel.  This 
comes from the estate of Bert Lillis, who 
wished to have a chapel built in memory of 
his daughter.  The Kathy Lillis Chapel will be 
part of the expansion project just south of St. 
John’s.  It will be included in the Institute for 
Faith and Practice, a campus focal point 
which will house administrative offices, a fel-
lowship hall, education areas, and provide 
office space for other non-profits.  Construc-
tion of the Kathy Lillis Chapel will begin in 
the spring of 2006.  
 
Norman L. and Mary Lou Sulenes made a 
gift to St. John’s Foundation of $100,000.  
The gift will support Alzheimer’s care at St. 
John’s Lutheran Ministries. 
 
The estate of Jeanette Tilley awarded 
$66,495.20 to St. John’s in support of our 
Living Endowment Fund. 
 
Centennial Youth Foundation contributed 
$1,535.00 to the Foundation to purchase a 
new wheelchair lift for Center for Genera-
tions van. 
 
MOST   Center for Generations has received 
a $5,000 grant from MOST "#�������$��%���
&'����� ( ���)� ���� ���� ������������ ��� �� ����%
���*� '���� ������� ���� +�� ��� &'����� 
���������
,������ ���� -����������� '����'��� ��� ��� �'���� �
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Planned Gifts & Grants 
Thank You! �

Gifts received for t he 
Beauty Shop  

Scholarship Fund 

Sally Berge 
Connie Hausauer 
Lillian Hausauer 
Elaine Kvilhaug 
Nola McCafferty 
Fern Schock 
 
Grant received for Center 

for Generations  

First Interstate Banks 
Centennial Youth 
Foundation 

 
Gifts given to the Chapel 

Court Art Gallery 

 Janice Larson 
 

Gifts given to the  
Employee Crisis Fund  

in honor of: 

Lill ian Joseph  
 St. John's Lutheran  

Ministries Auxiliary 
 

Gifts received for  
Foundation Needs 

Joni and Steve Harman 
 
Grant received for future 

development 

Hetzel Foundation 
 

Gifts given to the  
Kathy Lillis Chapel 

Bert Lillis Estate 
 

Gifts given to the  
Lowe Pond 

Betty Symonds 
Ginger and Bino 

Marchello 

Gifts continued 

Gifts given to the Lowe 
Pond in memory of: 

Clyde Fleming  
 Elna Bohnen  
Ray Hooley  
 Dale and Barbara Miller 
 

Gifts given to the 
Neighborhoods of  

Unity Square  
and Heritage Place 

Margaret Schantz 
 

Gifts given to the  
Ocee Johnson Chapel  
Fund in memory of: 

Elizabeth Miska  
 Kathy Harte  
 Randi Harte 
 

Gifts given to the  
Ronald Conner Chapel 
Court Rental Assistance 

Fund in memory of:  

Ronald L. Conner:  
 Bill ie Conner  
 Dolores Conner 
 George and Shirley Platt 
 

Gifts given to the St. 
John’s Endowment Fund 

Norman and Mary Lou  
Sulenes 

 
Gifts received from trust 

 Jeanette Tilley 
 

Gifts given to the Vigil 
Care Teams in  

memory of: 

Arthur Haley  
 Margie and Tom  

Lauwers 
  

Gifts given to the Vista  
Activities in memory of:  

Nell Joy  
 Emily Roscoe   
 

Pulpit Honorariums 
These are funds which our 
pastors have received from 
preaching engagements at 
church, wedding, and fu-
neral services, which they, 
in turn, gifted to St. John’s 
Foundation. 
 
Pastor Joan Erickson 
Pastor Jeff Olsgaard 
Pastor Tom Peterman 
 
��
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St. John’s new web site is up and running!  Visit us at www.sjlm.org to 
find out more about St. John’s, our continuum of care, and our many 
support services. 

Information that can be found on this site includes: 

 Photo Gallery Independent Living 
 Center for Generations  Assisted Living 
 Testimonials Skilled Nursing 
 St. John’s Foundation  Campus Photos 
 Pharmacy CNA Training 
 Rehabilitation Center Employment Opportunities 
 Form 990’s Volunteer Opportunities 
  

A special note of thanks to the Hetzel Foundation for their financial 
support provided to St. John’s to develop this new web site! 

Check Us Out at www.sjlm.orgCheck Us Out at www.sjlm.org   

May your holiday 
season be filled 
with cheer, joy, and 
love as we give 
thanks for our 
many blessings and 
celebrate the 
birth of our 
Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

Merry 
Christmas! 

Happy HolidaysHappy Holidays   
from all of usfrom all of us   
at St. John’s!at St. John’s!  


